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4 INTRODUCTION TO THE

leading divinities. They represented the three gams, or

principles, which Hindu philosophers had at an early

period hypothesized in order* to explain the various phe-

nomena of the universe. The first of tho three selected

gods, Brahmd, had the principle of Rajas
,
or passion, al-

lotted to him. His peculiar office was that of creation and

required the exorcise of effort, corresponding to tho activo

principle of Rajas. The second, Vishnu, was the preser-

i ver of the universe, and had the conservative principle of

Sattwa as his distinguishing attribute. The third, or

Suva, was the destroyer, and fitly represented the principle

of darkness, or tamos.

Of the three select divinities, the first, however, had

never become an object of especial adoration, having

been guilty of an incestuous attempt on his own daughter.

The incident is thus accounted for in the work now pre-

sented to the public.

“Hearing his father’s (Brahma’s) words the Muni

Narada became angry. He immediately cursed his father

saying, Thou shalt be unadored in the world. Thou shalt

have no votaries. Thou shalt be a prey to unlawful lusts.”

Brahma being thus incapacitated for receiving worship,

the other two, Vishnu and Siva, have shared among them-

selves the adoration of the Hindus. It would appear

from certain legends recorded in the Itihfises and Pura-

nas that S'iva was the god of the aboriginal inhabitants

of the country. He was worshipped by Daityas and

R&kshases who are represented as mortal enemies of tho

A'ryas, or Brahmins, and all their institutions. It is not

said that the Brahmins bore any hostility to S'iva, but

.

their enemies, the Daityas, whom I take to have been the

aborigines of the country, were decidedly opposed to the
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The Ndrada-pancha-rdtra is one of the oldest, if not

tho very first, specimen of Vaishnava literature in Sans-

crit. The only work which can contest the palm of se-

niority with it is tho Bhagavata Purana, commonly
w

known by the name of the S'rl Bhdgavata. Without

stopping to decide this contest
,
we may safely declare that-

each has in its own way done much to recommend tho

Vaishnava doctrine to the Brahmins and give a turn, till

then unknown, to the worship of Vishnu as tho supremo

ruler of tho universe.

Vishnu is a name not unknown to tho Vedas. His

divinity is recognized in those ancient writings and he is

even styled a great god. But he was not considered

supreme. The word paramo, stands in some places as his

predicate, but, as shown by* Professor Max Muller, not in

tho sense of supreme.

fawn: i

“ Agni is the first among tho gods, Vishnu the last,

between them stand the other divinities.”

The last, however, became in process of time, not the

least in the devotional conceptions of the Hindus. Three

of the gods had from a remote period been selected as
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The subsequent elevation of Vishnu as supreme among

^ods was at the same time both a cause and an effect of the

work now published. The work was itself called into

existence by the craving felt by the Brahmins for some

specific object of devotion, and it contributed largely in its

turn to swell the number of Vishnu’s votaries among the

Brahmins, whom the prevalence of Buddhism had taught

a lesson not to be despised.

The age of the Narada-pancha-ratra, produced a great

change in the opinions of the Brahmins with referonce

to the worship of Vishnu.* lJo was then held up as

the supreme divinity in tho form of Krishna. The wor-

ship of that divinity was considered sufficient in itself

for the attainment of eternal felicity. It required no

complement, and it admitted no Supplement. This was a

doctrine unknown to former ages. A voice from heaven

revealed it to Narada •

?ra: ft}

^TTTfVnt vfy 7T7T fa l

wt; fa

srfarcfa *rfa rfw: fa ii

fanr far* ppr fa ^
iRf jrt frs? vfa tTfffaj* l

Wfait

“If Hari (that is to say Krishna) is propitiated what

is the use of austerities ? If Hari is not propitiated what

is the use of austerities ? If Ilari is within and without,

what is the use of austerities ? If Hari is not within and

without, what is the use of austerities ? Desist, desist, 0
Brahmin,—what has thou 0 child to do with austere
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worship of Vishnu, held in reverence by the Brahmins. 1

Kansa, Hiranya Kas'ipu, Havana, and other enemies of

the Aryas were devout worshippers of S'iva, but hostile

to Vishnu. And the description given of S'iva as the

Lord of the mountains, the captain of goblins and spirits

infesting woods and cemeteries, inclines us to the opinion

that he was the god of the original inhabitants whom the

Aryan invasion had driven to inaccessible forests and

mountain dills. Wo find it^cxpressly said in the Vas’istha 4

smriti, cited by Prof. Max Muller, that Vishnu was the

god of the Brahmins—Soilia, Siirya and others those

of Kshctriyas and Vais'yas— while Hudra or S'iva was

tin 3 god of the SYidras and others.

WKW WTW^T^Tii f% I

?j
11

Vishnu is represented as a god of civilization. He

did not like S'iva soil his person with dust and ashes
;

lie

did not take vulgar delight in carrying about and exhi-

biting human bones and skulls
;

lie did not indulge in

drinking solutions of intoxicating and deleterious drugs;

he did not dance timitidy at the head of impure goblins,

bedecking himself with snakes and other emblems ofsavage

life. Vishnu on the contray clad himself in decent ap-

parel and was the patron of the fine arts. lie was dis-

tinguished by a suavity of manners which betokened an

improved state of society. II is conversation was polite.

II is very vices were those of polished life. Such is his

character in S'astras of an age, post Vedic indeed, but

preceding the still later times of the Narada Pancha-ratra

and the S'd Bhagavata.
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devotions ? Haste, haste, thou Brahmin 10 JS ankara the

ocean of knowledge. Obtain perfect faith in Hari, as set

forth by Vaishnavas. the same which divides and cuts

asunder the chains of the world.”

It is remarkable that ft'ankara, or S'iva, should be im-

pressed to i; -"ideate the supremacy of his rival Vishnu, or

Krishna, and thereby sign, seal, and sanction his own de-

gradation. The Brahmins knew that there could not be

a more effectual method of enforcing the claims of their
• . .

•

favourite god, than by the confession of the very divinity

under whose banner their *>hl enemies, the ll&kslms and

Daityas, had marshalled their powers against Vishnu and

the rites and ceremonies of the Vedas. The Brahminical

stratagem has completely succeeded. This assignment of

divine supremacy to the principal incarnate forms of

Vishnu has been respected all over India—and S'iva has

over since remained a sort of pensioned divinity, in full

enjoyment of his for mot* titles, acknowledged and worship-

ped by the Brahmins themselves, but triable to direct or

stimulate the sanctimonious devotion of aspirants after •

transeenden tal ex cel 1en ci es.

The Mahabhiirata relates a curious fact about the same

Narada, here represented as receiving a voice from heaven.

The divine sage had seen from the top of Mount Meru

the S'weta-dwipa,* or white continent, on the north side of

the ocean of milk. Narada* repaired to that fair land,

and obtained a vision of Vishnu such as was never vouch-

safed elsewhere— or to any but elcdntins
,
or worshipper*

o£ one exclusive God, which the inhabitants of that white

land were, and which was a peculiar characteristic of

N&rada himself.

Mahabharat. XII. sections 337-341
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There has been an animated discussion among certain

scholars on the geography of this uitile land .—Some have

maintained that the anecdote' relates to a visit paid by

some Brahmins to a Christian country from which was

introduced the doctrine of salvation by faith in a divine

manifestation, such as ail incarnation of the supreme

Vishnu was hold to be—others protest against the theory

of any Brahminical doctrine having been ever suggested

from external sources.

It is curious no one has referred to the possibility of

the story about the ekantins, «r tt nilaria ns, having been

suggested by the followers of Mahomet in the neighbour-

ing countries of Central Asia. But this is not the place

for renewing the above discussion. We cannot however

help stating a few facts in connexion with the doctrine of

salvation by faith in Vishnu's di\ine supremacy.

This doctrine was not inculcated until a recent period

in the history of Bralmiinisni and several hundred years

after Christ.

* The scene of its inculcation was the South of India, and

Conjeveram is considered to this day as the original seat

of Ramanuja, the first Brahmin who acted on the above

doctrine, by instituting a sect professing faith in Vishnu

as the only means of eternal Kilvation.

Several hundred years before the initiation of this

novel doctrine by a voice from heaceu, Christian com-

munities had been formed in the South of India professing

i the dociiine of salvation by faith, and contradicting the

old theory of sacrificial rites.

The doctrine of Vishnu opened the door of salvation

to all classes of men (Yavansand Mlechhas not excepted)

after the fashion of Christianity. The primitive Brahmins
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would not allow the right of religious exercises to the

S'udras, whoso caste-duty was servility to the higher

orders. The Vaishnvas, however, not only received them

as brethren in the laith, but promoted them also to the

dignity of spiritual guides and tutors, when any were

found worthy of such dignity by reason of learning and

zeal. That such spiritual enfranchisement of {S'udras was

a great innovation on the old system, will appear from a

fact related in the Ramiiynna. 1 give it in my own words*

from another work.

“ After Hama lr.nl returned home from Ins expedition l»» Linku, and com

meneed a happy and piospeioim icigu n> Oudli, a Hr.dmnn came to Ins door,

bitterly complaining of the untimelv death of a ihild, olds ii\ * seals old. and

attributing the liagieal esent to some uu>c under vvlinh ilio kingdom lay,

owing to the king’s want of watchfulness IMina, listened to the I’.ralimin’H

invectives ssith self reproach, ami could not, ssith Mich a humiliating fact

before him, guinsiy the Brahmin’* coneliisioii Ads mod bs minisler.s and

Ri-shis, he proceeded, sssord m hand, to search out the unknosvn cause of

the national sin. Kv the side of a tank lie discovered a man absorbed in

deep and austere devotion. Challenged by the king, the devotee gave his

name (Sambuca;, and confessed lu.s race iS'udru . For a .servile man to seek

admission to the society of gods by such religious exoiciscs, was an innpflty,

which sufficiently accounted for the national calamity. With one stroke of

his sword, the king severed the S'udraV* head from his body India and the

other gods fell into eestaeies of delight at the promptness with which tin;

son of Riisaratha exterminated smh a *rymg evil, and immediately sent

down a perfumed shower of celestial flowers, acknowledging at the same time

that the stop, so effectually put to pie aspiring S'mlra’s attempt to obtain a

footing in heaven, was a service done to themselves And Hama was then

assured that the moment the wretched man’s head dropped from his neck,

life was restored to the Brahmin’s son.” Diahnjun on tin- /h'a</n Philosophy

It is for the reader to judge for himself whether the *

South Indians when they introduced such inn ovations’*.
" m-.

in doctrine and practice had received no suggestion from^

their Christian neighbours on the Coromandel and Maia-v v
bar coasts.
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